Pleading For the City - Genesis 18:22–33
God invites His people to draw near in prayer, reveals His perfect justice, and shows great mercy through a mediator.

1. The Privilege of Drawing Near to God( vv.22–23)
· The angels go toward Sodom
· Abraham remains standing before the Lord
· Abraham “drew near” to God
· Prayer is approaching God
· Even sinful people may come before a holy God
· Hebrews 4:16 – Draw near to the throne of grace
· Through Christ, believers may come confidently before God.

2. The Justice of the Judge of All the Earth (vv.24–26)
· Abraham asks:
· Would God destroy the righteous with the wicked?
· “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”
· God rules over all nations
· God always judges perfectly
· God never acts unfairly
· Deuteronomy 32:4 – All His ways are justice
· Romans 9:14 – There is no injustice with God
· God is perfectly righteous and just.

3. Humility Before God (v.27)
· Abraham says:
· “I am but dust and ashes.”
· Boldness in prayer
· Humility before God
· We approach God with confidence, yet with reverence.

4. Persistent Intercession (vv.28–32)
· Abraham repeatedly asks if God would spare the city for:
· 50 righteous, 45 righteous, 40 righteous, 30 righteous, 20 righteous, 10 righteous
· Each time God answers:
· “I will not destroy it.”
· Prayer should be persistent
· God invites His people to ask
· Luke 18:1 – Always pray and do not lose heart
· God listens to the prayers of His people.

5. The Mercy of God
· This passage shows God's patience and mercy.
· God was willing to spare the city for the sake of a small number of righteous people.
· Micah 7:18 – God delights in mercy
· 2 Peter 3:9 – God is patient toward sinners
· God is slow to anger and rich in mercy.

6. Abraham and the Greater Mediator
· Abraham interceded for Sodom.
· But Abraham points forward to a greater mediator.
· 1 Timothy 2:5 – One mediator between God and man: Jesus Christ
· What Jesus did:
· Abraham asked for mercy
· Jesus bore the judgment
· Romans 3:26 – God is just and the justifier
· Hebrews 7:25 – Christ always intercedes for us
· Jesus stands before the Father on behalf of sinners.

6. Final Scene(v.33)
· The Lord finishes speaking with Abraham
· Abraham returns to his place
· But the lesson remains: God hears prayer.
· Psalm 65:2 – “O you who hear prayer”

Application
1. Draw near to God in prayer
· God invites His people to come to Him.
2. Trust the justice of God
· The Judge of all the earth always does what is right.
3. Be persistent in prayer
· God calls His people to pray continually.
4. Trust the true Mediator
· Jesus intercedes for all who come to God through Him.

The Gospel
· Abraham stood before God and pleaded for mercy.
· But at the cross:
· Jesus stood in the place of sinners
· He bore the judgment we deserved
· So that the Judge of all the earth could be both:
· Just
· And the Justifier of those who trust in Christ.

Soli Deo Gloria
